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President’s Message 
 
As we begin the second month of remote learning, novelty has been 
replaced by the challenge of maintaining student engagement. Members 
from all job classes have had to adjust to working remotely in support of 
student learning. This situation has had no equal in our lifetime. There 
will be plenty of time for reflection once it is over, whenever that will be. 
 
As ratification meetings continue across the province for the tentative 
central deal, our local Bargaining Units’ negotiating teams are ramping up 
their efforts to engage the board and to bring a local deal to their 
respective memberships. We would like to take this opportunity to 
recognize all of the members of those teams working hard on your 
behalf. 
 
As always, if you have questions or concern, feel free to reach out. 
 
Regards, 
Eric Laberge 
District, & T/OTBU President 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cast your vote online May 14th or 15th! 

On Monday, April 27th and Tuesday, April 28th, Bargaining Unit 
Presidents and Chief Negotiators representing Education Workers 
and Teachers/Occasional Teachers met to hear the details of the 
tentative central deal.  Following the information and Q&A 
sessions, these leaders voted to recommend the tentative 
agreements for ratification by the full membership. 

Online member information sessions will be held between May 4th 
and 14th to explain the content of the tentative agreements and 
provide opportunities for Q&A.  Members will use the voting 
function that resides in the Members Only section of the OSSTF 
Provincial website to vote on their respective agreement on May 
14th and 15th.  Only those members who are registered users of the 
Federation website will be able to cast their votes. 

If you do not remember your OSSTF Member ID, please send 
an email request to sue.melville@d03.osstf.ca.  You will need that 
ID number in order to request access to the password-protected 
area of the OSSTF website. You can request a password by 
sending an email to the Membership Database at Membership-
Database@osstf.ca.   

If you are not yet registered, there is still time to do 
so!  Instructions on how to register, as well as video tutorials on 
navigating the website, can be found on the website’s Member 
Login page (https://www.osstf.on.ca/en-CA/protectedspace).  

Sue Melville 
District Officer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

See the last page of the LINK for 

complete instructions on how to 

log into the OSSTF Provincial 

Website. 

mailto:sue.melville@d03.osstf.ca
mailto:Membership-Database@osstf.ca
mailto:Membership-Database@osstf.ca
https://www.osstf.on.ca/en-CA/protectedspace


 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Covid-19 virus that has held us hostage in our homes is 
already reorienting our relationship to government, to the outside 
world, and even to each other. Some of the things we are now 
seeing: 
 

• Virtual OSSTF District, BU, and Committee meetings taking 
place online via Zoom.  

• Community spirit as more people are coming together in 
new ways to help each other via social media, dedicated 
shopping hours for seniors only, new social distancing 
guidelines for instore shopping, mandatory face masks. 

• Facebook and other social media groups offering help to 
those in need. 

• Covid-19 lock-down has produced 
many aspiring performers, sharing 
videos on social media, as music 
brings the world closer together.  

•  Line dancing in the streets – what? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

But crisis moments also present opportunity: 

• More sophisticated and flexible use of technology. 

• More time – to spend with family, work on hobbies, reflect 
and reconsider the things we took for granted. 

• Less polarization – people coming together in new ways. 
The feeling of “we’re in this together” has also triggered 
interesting ways of connecting (did you sing from your 
balcony or front door?). 

• A revived appreciation for the outdoors and life’s other 
simple pleasures. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And let’s not forget the changes to our planet. 

• Covid-19 caused a significant reduction in greenhouse 
gasses and other air, water and land polluting outputs.  

•  In Europe in March, average temperatures were almost two 
degrees Celsius above the 1981-2010 average. Data from 
the Sentinel-5P satellite shows that nitrogen dioxide air 
pollution levels have plummeted across Europe since the 
pandemic. 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After Covid-19 … what‘s next? 

Optimistically, the current situation may have a big influence on our 
approach to pollution as we move past this pandemic. 

The enormous challenge of action on climate change has 
distinguished the issue as the most pressing topic for the 50th 
anniversary of Earth Day (which happened April 22nd, while we 
were locked away in our homes). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Good news! Earth Day can be Every Day 
 

https://www.esa.int/Applications/Observing_the_Earth/Copernicus/Sentinel-5P


 

 

 

 

 

 

Until such time as plastic bags, bottles, straws and other 
single-use plastics are banned world-wide, we can make 
changes in how we use plastic.  

1.  Stop using plastic straws, even in restaurants. If a straw is a must, purchase 
a reusable stainless steel or glass straw 

2. Use a reusable produce bag. A single plastic bag can take 1,000 years to 
degrade. Purchase or make your own reusable produce bag and be sure to 
wash them often!  

3. Give up gum. Gum is made of a synthetic rubber, aka plastic.  
4. Buy boxes instead of bottles. Often, products like laundry detergent come in 

cardboard which is more easily recycled than plastic. 
5. Purchase food, like cereal, pasta, and rice from bulk bins and fill a reusable 

bag or container. You save money and unnecessary packaging.  
6. Reuse containers for storing leftovers or shopping in bulk. 
7. Use a reusable bottle or mug for your beverages, even when ordering from 

a to-go shop 
8. Bring your own container for take-out or your restaurant doggy-bag since 

many restaurants use Styrofoam.  
9. Use matches instead of disposable plastic lighters or invest in a refillable 

metal lighter.  
10. Avoid buying frozen foods because their packaging is mostly plastic. Even 

those that appear to be cardboard are coated in a thin layer of plastic. 
11.  7.6 billion pounds of disposable diapers are discarded in the US each year. 

Use cloth diapers to reduce your baby's carbon footprint.  
12. Make your own cleaning products that will be less toxic and eliminate the 

need for multiple plastic bottles of cleaner. 
13. Pack your lunch in reusable containers and bags. Also, opt for fresh fruits 

and veggies and bulk items instead of products that come in single serving 
cups. 

13 ways to 

make a 

change. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.greatersudbury.ca/live/garbage-and-recycling/recycling/ 

https://www.greatersudbury.ca/live/garbage-and-recycling/waste-wise/ 

Did you 

know…black 

plastic and black 

Styrofoam are not 

recyclable? They 

must go in the 

garbage. 

Pizza Boxes!   Greasy 

pizza boxes go into 

the waste, not 

recycling.  

 

If you use zipper-

lock bags, they can 

be recycled, as 

long as you cut the 

zipper lock off first.  

Leave recycling 

loose in the blue 

bin. 

If you have 

shredded paper, it 

can be bagged as 

long as there is 

nothing else in the 

bag. 

https://www.greatersudbury.ca/live/garbage-and-recycling/recycling/
https://www.greatersudbury.ca/live/garbage-and-recycling/waste-wise/


COVID-19: How it could impact your car and home 
insurance 
The COVID-19 outbreak is changing many aspects of our daily lives. To 
help navigate these changes, OTIP has compiled a list of commonly 
asked questions about the potential impact on your home or auto 
insurance coverage.  
To learn more about COVID-19 and your insurance, visit 
http://www.otipinsurance.com/article68 
. 

 

 
 
Feeling the spring-cleaning itch? Tidy up your home 
with these tips! 
With warmer, sunnier days comes the annual tradition of spring cleaning, 
a time to freshen up your home inside and out. Getting rid of the extra 
clutter and dirt that accumulated throughout the winter can make you feel 
bright and ready for relaxing during long summer days. Here are a few 
tips on how to have a successful and refreshing spring clean this season. 
For more information, visit www.otipinsurance.com/article70 
 

 

 

http://www.otipinsurance.com/article68
http://www.otipinsurance.com/article70


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Tiptoe thru the tulips!  Find the tulips (sets of 2) 
contained in this edition of the LINK and win some 
swag! 
Send your answer to:  
osstf@d03.osstf.ca 

 

mailto:osstf@d03.osstf.ca

